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The effects of a porous fence with a nonuniform porosity on flow fields are investigated numeri-
cally. First, an experiment with a non-uniform porous fence located in a wind tunnel is performed
to obtain a reference data set. Then, a numerical model that utilizes the finite volume schemewith a
weakly compressible-flowmethod to solve the continuity and momentum equations is developed.
The numerical simulation is compared to experimental measurements for validation purposes.
As a result, the numerical predictions show good agreements with the experimental data. Finally,
the numerical investigations of the flow fields around porous fences with various combinations
of upper and lower fence porosity are also presented. When the upper porosity is greater than
the lower porosity, the Protection Index PI0.1, PI0.3 and PI0.5, representing the adverse sheltering
effect, decreases compared to that of the uniform porous fence. When the upper porosity is less
than the lower porosity, the PI0.5 increases and the variations of the PI0.1 and PI0.3, depend on the
upper porosity, compared to that of the uniform porous fence. The results show that the porous
fence with the upper fence porosity εU = 0% and the lower fence porosity εL = 30% gives the best
sheltering effect among the porous fences in this study.

1. Introduction

Various kinds of fences have been used as windbreaks to reduce the wind erosion effectively.
A fence blocks the oncoming flow and reduces the mean velocity of the flow behind the fence.
Flows around a fence are of complex characteristics. Flow separation from fences results in
strong shear layers, along which turbulence intensities are large. The high turbulence level and
the shear layer of the recirculation flow in the near wake region. Variations of fence porosity are not
only to modify the flow velocity but also to control the turbulence structure around the fence.
In order to evaluate the sheltering effect properly and efficiently, a deeper understanding of
the underlying dynamics of the turbulent structures is required.

The characteristics of turbulent flows around porous fences have been reported
in several studies [1–4]. Raine and Stevenson [3] measured the mean and turbulent
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Figure 1:How to handle the porous fence. (a) Reproduced as a drag law. (b) Directly reproduced configu-
ration.

characteristics of wake flow behind various porous fences. They classified the wake flow into
two regions: the bleed flow dominant region and the displacement flow dominant region.
Additionally, porous fences with low to medium porosities were more effective in reducing
the mean velocity more than the solid one. Perera [1] experimentally investigated the flow
around various porous fences immersed in a simulated atmospheric boundary layer. The
porosity of the fence was the most significant parameter on the recirculation characteristics
behind the fence, compared to other factors required for the fence design. Castro [2] and
Perera [1] showed that the recirculation flow behind the porous fence disappeared when the
fence porosity was more than ε = 30%. Yaragal et al. [4]measured the flow fields downstream
of both solid and porous fences. The fluctuating pressure of the porous fence with ε = 60%
was by about 50% less than that of the solid fence. By measuring the mean velocity and
turbulence intensity profiles, Lee et al. [5] found that the porous wind fence with porosity
ε = 30% was most effective in abating windblown sand particles.

The above experimental results demonstrated that the characteristics of turbulent
flow downstream of the porous fence significantly depended on the porosities. Hence, the
numerical model will meet some considerable both in modeling the fluid dynamics of the
recirculation flow and the porous effects. Usually, practical engineers used a drag law to
represent the porous effects due to low computational cost [6–9]. With such a drag law,
only the spatial averaged flow structures around porous fences are provided (Figure 1(a)).
The application of drag law needs to correctly acquire drag coefficients in the momentum equation.
However, very little drag data of porous fences are available. Application of the numerical
model with a drag law to predicate the local flows around porous fences is rather difficult. In
other previous studies, the flows around porous fences were solved at a local level [10]. The
computational grids lie well inside the holes of porous fences and hence flow characteristics
are calculated both inside and around the holes (Figure 1(b)). The primary application of
these models is to model the interactions between the flow through the holes and the
recirculation flow.

The above literature demonstrates the detailed investigation of the flow structures
around porous fences, and the role played by the porosity has been emphasized. However,
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data for the cases of a porous fence with a nonuniform porosity are limited. An elevated fence
constructed in a road becomes nonuniformwhen support structures create a gap between the
bottom of the fence and the ground. Also, the solid fences act as nonuniform porous fences
when it receives a strong wind during its construction. Cho [11] pointed out that a fence with
a bottom gap was cost effective in reducing the surface shear stress behind a porous fence.
Park and Lee [12] experimentally investigated the turbulent flow behind the porous fences
with nonuniform porosities. In their study, they focused on the effects of fence gap on the
surface pressure characteristics behind the fences rather than exhibiting the flow structures
and their interactions with the porous fences.

The main objective of this study is to numerically investigate the effects of porous
fences with nonuniform porosities on flow structures, by varying the porosity in the upper
and lower halves of a fence. We recognized in literature survey that no experimental data was
available for examining the performance of a model predicting flow through a nonuniform
porous fence. Therefore, experimental results with a nonuniform porous fence are presented
to provide a reference data set for validating the numerical model. The validated numerical
model is used to study the sheltering effect of a nonuniform porous fence. The Protection
Index described by Van et al. [13], evaluated from the area of the reduced mean streamwise
velocity behind a fence, is introduced to examine the performance of a porous fence. The
present findings are expected to provide proper guidance in the design of porous fences with
nonuniform porosities.

2. Experimental Apparatus and Methods

The experiments were conducted in an open-suction-type wind tunnel with a test section
of 0.6W × 0.6H × 8.0 L (m3). Spires and roughness elements were installed in front of the
test section to create a thermally neutral atmospheric boundary layer. A porous fence with a
nonuniform porosity was tested. The porosity of the lower half of the porous fence (εL) was
30%, while the upper half was solid and upper porosity (εU)was 0%. The porous fence had a
height (H) of 6.0 cm and a flat end at the fence top. The porous fence extended the full width
of the wind tunnel test section. Since the aspect ratio (height/width) of the porous fence is
small (1/10), the model fence used in this study can be assumed to be two-dimensional (2D)
one. The porous fence was installed at a position 6.0m downstream of the inlet of the test
section. A schematic diagram of the porous fence model and coordinate system used in this
study is shown in Figure 2. The uniform inlet velocity U0 was 10.60m/sec and the Reynolds
number ReH based on the fence height H was about 4.1 × 104. A hot-wire anemometer
(TSI IFA-300) with a probe (TSI 1241-T1.5) were used to measure the velocity profiles. A
computer-controlled translation system was used to precisely locate and move the probe.
The measurements were made at 36 points in the vertical, with distance from the bottomwall
ranging from 0.05H to 7.5H. The measurements at each location were instantaneous at a
sampling frequency of 2 kHz for 20,000 data. These data were used to compute the statistical
properties and would be compared with the corresponding numerical simulation.

3. Numerical Simulation

The flow characteristics depicted in Figure 1 can be carried out under a simplified condition.
The porous fence extended the full width of the wind tunnel test section. It involves the 2-
D turbulent flows around a porous fence. The governing equations are the continuity and
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Figure 2: Schematic diagram of the porous fence and coordinate system.

momentum equations. The LES form of the dynamic subgrid-scale model by Germano et
al. [14] is employed to take the turbulent effects into account. The numerical method used
for the solution of the governing equations is developed on the basis of the finite volume
scheme with a weakly compressible-flow method [15] in a Cartesian coordinate system. The
governing equations of continuity and momentum are as follows:

∂p

∂t
+ k∇ · V = 0

∂V

∂t
+ V · ∇V = −∇p

ρ
+∇ · [(ν + νt)∇V ],

(3.1)

where p is the pressure; V denotes velocity components on each axis on the Cartesian
coordinates; t is the time; k is the bulk modulus of elasticity of air; ν is the kinematic viscosity;
νt is the turbulent eddy viscosity. The turbulent eddy viscosity is expressed as

νt = (CSΔ)2
√
2SijSij where Sij =

1
2

(
∂ui

∂xj
+
∂uj

∂xi

)
, (3.2)

where CS is the Smagorinsky coefficient; Δ denotes the characteristic length of the
computational grid and the strain tensor Sij . Based on the dynamic subgrid-scale model [14],
two filters (grid and test filters) are used in the model calculations. The CS, at the next time
step, is determined through the comparison between the turbulent shear stresses resulting
from different filters in a certain time step. The computational domain used in terms of the
fence heightH is 40H long and 10H high. The geometric characteristics used in the equations
are the same ones used in the experiments. Figure 3 depicts an example of the grid system
used in this study. Mesh distributions are all geometric progressions away from the regions
of steep gradients, such as those close to the walls and around the holes of the fences. The
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Figure 3:Grid system used in this study (green grids showing downstream of the fence; red grids showing
upstream of the fence).
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Figure 4: Computational grid local to the porous fence.

grid structure local to the porous region is shown in Figure 4. In this study, the numerical
simulation particularly investigates the flow near a porous fence, which is difficult to be
represented by treating the porous fence as a uniform area with a drag law. In order to reflect
the physical nature of the boundaries, the following boundary conditions are used in this study:
a power-law velocity profile at the entrance; a reference pressure at the exit; a no-slip condition at the
wall and the surface of the porous fence.

4. Model Testing and Validation

Figure 5 shows the measured mean velocity profiles around the porous fence. The
approaching flow is divided into two parts just in front of the fence. The deflected flow
moves upward and passes above the fence top. In addition, the bleed flow passes through
the holes of the lower half of the porous fence. A recirculation region with negative velocities
exists behind the porous fence. Velocity profiles behind the porous fence show large velocity
gradients existing at two vertical locations, one just above the structures and the other near
the location of y/H = 0.5. The higher part indicates the separation from the top edge of
the fence. The lower part attributes to the interaction between the bleed flow and the wall
boundary layer. Meanwhile, the numerical model in this study was employed to simulate
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Figure 5: Comparison between calculated results and measured data of mean streamwise velocity profiles
around the nonuniform porous fence (εU = 0% and εL = 30%): (full line) numerical simulation, (�)
experiment.

the flow fields around nonuniform porous fences. The first run was performed under the
experimental condition. The numerical results were tested for grid independence by comparing
the velocities obtained for 301 × 46 and 351 × 51 grid cells. With these two grids, the results
are quite close while the streamwise velocities near the porous fence reveal an averaged
discrepancy of 1.2%. Therefore, all the following computations are carried out using a grid
size of 351 × 51, and are expected to be grid independent. Figure 4 also shows the detailed
comparison between the measured data and the corresponding computed results. Behind the
porous fence, the bleed flow passing through the porous fence pushes the recirculation flow
resulting in positive velocities near the wall, and the reversed flow phenomena disappear in
the region 6 < x/H < 9. This mixing interaction between the bleed flow and the recirculation
flow is well-predicted using the present model. The model gives slightly higher values than the
measured data in the recirculation region. However, the general trends of velocity profiles and the
locations of the peak value are well reproduced. The velocity distributions are in good agreement and
measures can be evaluated for the main recirculation zone behind the fence. As shown in Figure 2,
therefore, the porous fence was arranged in the wind tunnel with two vertical blocks from side walls.
The LES is considered to be sufficiently validated to carry out the numerical simulations of turbulent
flow passing through a porous fence.

5. Results and Discussion

The numerical model in this study was validated by comparing the computed results
with the experimental data. Future applications of the numerical model were to be the
numerical analysis of the manipulated flow cases. The computational conditions, including
the boundary conditions and model parameters, of the experiment in the previous section
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Figure 6: Porous fences: (a) εU = 30% and εL = 30%; (b) εU = 20% and εL = 10%; (c) εU = 30% and εL = 0%;
(d) εU = 10% and εL = 20%; (e) εU = 0% and εL = 30%.
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Figure 7: Comparison between calculated streamline patterns around various porous fences.

were used as the basis for the following numerical analysis. Various combinations of upper
and lower fence porosity were numerically studied. Five porous fences and the combinations
of upper and lower fence porosity used in this study are shown in Figure 6. Figure 7
presents the mean streamline patterns around various porous fences. For all the porous fences, the
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Figure 8: Variations of calculated mean streamwise velocity profiles around various porous fences.

streamlines are shifted and there is a recirculation flow region behind the fence. When the
porous fence is nonuniform, the bleed flow has a velocity gradient in the vertical direction.
This effect produces extra mixing interaction as the fluid passes through the fence holes.
Therefore, the recirculation region is highly dependent of the combinations of fence porosity.
This indicates that the manipulation of the bleed flow at either the upper or lower parts of
the fence has a significant effect on the recirculation region but the mechanisms involved are
different. Besides, the recirculation region behind the porous fence of case E is considerably
larger than the other cases. Figures 8 and 9 show the variations of mean streamwise
and vertical velocity profiles around porous fences. The results give the qualitative and
quantitative observations of flow patterns passing through the porous fences. The bleed flow
passing through porous holes facilitate jets toward the recirculation flow at high velocities.
When the upper porosity is greater than the lower porosity, the bleed flow passing through
the upper half of the fence increases. The strong bleed flow of the upper fence mixes with
the shear layer separated from the top edge of the fence. Hence, the downward motion of
the entrained shear flow is reduced. In cases B and C, the mean vertical velocities are smaller
than that of the uniform porous fence. When the porosity of the upper half of the fence is
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Figure 9: Variations of calculated mean vertical velocity profiles around various porous fences.

less than that of the lower half, the bleed flow passing through the lower fence becomes
strong and gradually pushes up the recirculation flow. In cases D and E, the recirculation
flow displays high vertical velocities in the region of y/H < 0.5. Contour plots of the mean
streamwise velocity for the different fences are shown in Figure 10. For all porous fences,
the approaching flow decelerates behind the fence. The optimal design of porous fences is
determined by engineer’s own purpose. For the main purpose of mean velocity reduction,
Van et al. [13] had proposed a shelter parameter to quantify the sheltering effect of the
fence. This index was evaluated from the areas under the U/U0 = 0.5 contour line of the
reduced mean streamwise velocity behind the fence. However, this index reflected only the
streamwise mean velocity at one certain value. Although the areas under the other velocity
level are relatively small compared to the areas under the U/U0 = 0.5 contour line, it must
be considered in addition to obtain an accurate shelter parameter. Therefore, this study takes
into account three streamwise velocity levels. The contour lines are the best fit curves with
a second-order polynomial. The corresponding areas under U/U0 = 0.1, 0.3 and 0.5 behind
the fences are represented by PI0.1, PI0.3, and PI0.5, respectively, and summarized in Table 1.
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Figure 10: Contour plots of the calculated mean streamwise velocity for various porous fences.

Table 1: Areas under contoursU/U0 = 0.1, 0.3 and 0.5 behind the fences.

Protection Index (H2) Case
A B C D E

PI0.1 9.44 7.44 8.56 7.78 14.49
PI0.3 16.67 13.05 13.63 14.26 21.33
PI0.5 22.97 21.92 20.96 24.06 28.37

The effects of nonuniform porosity are clearly shown in terms of the values of PI0.1, PI0.3, and
PI0.5. In the cases of the upper porosity being greater than the lower porosity, the values of
PI0.1, PI0.3, and PI0.5 are slightly smaller than that of the uniform fence (case A). This may be
attributed to the downward shear flow affected by the bleed flow which reduces the length
of the recirculation flow. The velocity contours are sensitive when the upper porosity is less
than the lower porosity. In case D, PI0.1 and PI0.3 decrease but PI0.5 increases, comparison
with the respective ones of the uniform fence. In case E, however, all of the areas under the
three velocity contours significantly increase. These clearly reveal that themanipulation of the
bleed flow at the lower locations of the porous fence has a significant effect on the sheltering
effect. The values of PI0.5 increase by about 5% and 24% for cases D and E, respectively,
compared to that of the uniform fence. case E has the highest value of PI0.5 among the porous
fences in this study.
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6. Conclusion

Flows around nonuniform porous fences are numerically investigated. The numerical model
developed in this work is based on the finite volume scheme with a weakly-compressible-
flowmethod. Additionally, the experimental data of a nonuniform porous fence are presented
mainly for the validation of the numerical model. As a result, the numerical model is shown
to be useful and appropriate for predicting the flows around a nonuniform porous fence.
The computation results are consistent with the experimental data. The effect of nonuniform
porous fence on flow fields are simulated by varying the combinations of upper and lower
fence porosity. The bleed flow passing through a nonuniform porous fence has a velocity
gradient in the vertical direction. This manipulation of the bleed flow of the porous fence has
a significant effect on the sheltering effect evaluated by the Protection Index. In the porous
fences with the upper porosity being greater than the lower porosity, the Protection Index
decreases compared to that of the uniform porous fence. Additionally, the porous fences with
the upper porosity being less than the lower porosity effectively enhance the sheltering effect.
The porous fence with the porosity of the upper half of fence is 0% and the lower half of fence
is 30% demonstrates best performance in sheltering effect among the porous fences in this
study.
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